
 

Eagleswood School District Curriculum Guide 

Grade: Kindergarten 

  

Content Area: Social Studies 

  

1 

 

Original Adoption: January 2021 

Revised By: M. Nicosia December 2020 

 

 

Recommended Pacing Guide 

Citizenship 

Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

40 Days 

Communities and Our World 

Geography, People, and Environment 

40 Days 

Economics  

Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

40 Days 

Events, People and Places in History, Heritage 

History Culture and Perspectives 

40 Days 

 

 

Unit 1 Civics, Government, and Human Rights Duration: 40 Days 

 

 

 

Disciplinary Concepts 

• Local community and government leaders have roles and responsibilities to provide services 
for their community members. 

• Rules for all to live by are a result of the actions of government, organizations, and 
individuals. 

• The actions of individuals and government affect decisions made for the common good. 

• When all members of the group are given the opportunity to participate in the decision 
making process, everyone’s voice is heard. 

• The democratic principles this country was founded upon guide the actions of local, state 
and national government (e.g., authority, rights, responsibility, fairness, privacy, freedom to 
make choices). 

• Rules and people who have authority are necessary to keep everyone safe, resolve conflicts 
and treat people fairly. 

• Processes and rules should be fair, consistent, and respectful of the human rights of all 
people. 

• Individuals may be different, but all have the same basic human rights. 
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• Certain character traits can help individuals become productive members of their community. 

 
 

 

Suggested Accommodations  

English Language Learners: 

● Provide clear and specific directions 

● Provide written directions with models and diagrams when possible 

● Teacher model/visual models and adjust activity when needed  

● Pre-Teach Vocabulary  

●  Build Background Knowledge  

● Provide cues 

● Pre-teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures 

● Build student background knowledge about the topic before and throughout the lesson 

 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 

● Follow specific IEP accommodations and modifications 

● Strategic grouping (Guided Reading, Strategy Groups) 

● Pre-teach concepts 

● Small group for assessments 

● Check in’s during group collaboration to help refocus 

● Allow alternate assignments and assessments -- project-based, etc. 

 

504 Plans: 

● Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 

● Preferential Seating 

● Extended time on tests and assignments 

● Restate directions 

 

Gifted and Talented: 

● Differentiated assignments/projects/assessments 

● Differentiate learning pace using curriculum acceleration 

● Higher level texts 

● Provide students with a choice board to expand on the topics learned in class 

● Expose students to sophisticated and advanced vocabulary 

● Provide students with interest-based extension activities 
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Students at Risk of Failure: 

● Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

● Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 

● Be flexible 

● Provide students with materials and resources (such as newspapers, magazines, computers, and 
books) to take home to support the lesson and build home connections to the lesson 

● Provide students with emotional/social support to help the student feel welcome and comfortable 

 

Economically Disadvantaged: 

● Be flexible with assignments 

● Phone conferences as an alternative.  

● Provide access to computers, magazines, newspapers, and books so low-income students can see 
and work with printed materials 

 

Culturally Diverse: 

● Involve families in student learning 

● Provide social/emotional support 

● Respect cultural traditions 

 

 

Correlation Key 

Holocaust Amistad Financial Literacy 

 

 

Social Studies Practices 

Developing 
Questions 

and 
Planning 
Inquiry 

Developing insightful questions and planning effective inquiry involves identifying the 
purposes of different questions to understand the human experience, which requires 
addressing real world issues. Inquiries incorporating questions from various social science 
disciplines build understanding of the past, present and future; these inquiries investigate the 
complexity and diversity of individuals, groups, and societies. 

Gathering 
and 

Evaluating 
Sources 

Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and 
perspectives are the core of inquiry. Effective practice requires evaluating the credibility of 
primary and secondary sources, assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context 
of information, and corroborating evidence across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and 
interpreting the significance of information requires thinking critically about ourselves and the 
world. 
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Seeking 
Diverse 

Perspectives 

Making sense of research findings requires thinking about what information is included, 
whether the information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in 
the need to complete additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and 
others’ perspectives builds understanding about the complexity of each person and the 
diversity in the world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists students in empathizing with 
other individuals and groups of people; quantitative and qualitative information provides 
insights into specific people, places, and events, as well as national, regional, and global 
trends. 

Developing 
Claims and 

Using 
Evidence 

Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of 
information, self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to 
revise conclusions based on the strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means 
developing claims based on factual evidence, valid reasoning, and a respect for human 
rights.  

Presenting 
Arguments 

and 
Explanations 

Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis 
for clear communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid 
reasoning that respects the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing 
findings and engaging in civil discussion with an audience provides a key step in the process 
of thinking critically about conclusions and continued inquiry.  

Engaging in 
Civil 

Discourse 
and 

Critiquing 
Conclusions 

Assessing and refining conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative 
discussions with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a 
vital part of the process of sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully 
listening to and critiquing claims by analyzing the evidence and reasoning supporting them. 
Listening to and understanding contrary views can deepen learning and lay the groundwork 
for seeking consensus. 

Taking 
Informed 

Action  

After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus 
about possible actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires 
citizens to practice discussion, negotiation, coalition seeking, and peaceful conflict resolution. 
When appropriate, taking informed action involves creating and/or implementing action plans 
designed to solve problems and create positive change.  

 

 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Grades K-2 

  

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.1: Describe roles and responsibilities of community and local government leaders (e.g., 

mayor, town council). 

●  6.1.2.CivicsPI.2: Investigate the importance of services provided by the local government to meet the 

needs and ensure the safety of community members. 

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.3: Explain how individuals work with different levels of government to make rules. 

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.4: Explain how all people, not just official leaders, play important roles in a community. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-SS.pdf
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● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish 

responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority. 

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.6: Explain what government is and its function. 

● 6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts, listening to 

the ideas of others, and sharing opinions. 

●  6.1.2.CivicsPD.2: Establish a process for how individuals can effectively work together to make 

decisions. 

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.1: Explain how national symbols reflect on American values and principles.  

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.2: Use evidence to describe how democratic principles such as equality, fairness, and 

respect for legitimate authority and rules have impacted individuals and communities.  

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.3 Explain how historical symbols, monuments and holidays reflect the shared values, 

principles, and beliefs of the American identity 

● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.   

● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.2: Cite evidence that explains why rules and laws are necessary at home, in schools, and 

in communities. 

● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed to benefit 

the common good. 

● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a responsibility 

to make rules that fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights. 

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.1: Describe why it is important that individuals assume personal and civic 

responsibilities in a democratic society.  

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2: Use examples from a variety of sources to describe how certain characteristics can 

help individuals collaborate and solve problems (e.g., open-mindedness, compassion, civility, 

persistence).  

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can contribute to 

individuals feeling accepted. 

 

n 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Grade K ELA 

• RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

Kindergarten ELA Standards 

• RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

• RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

• RI.K.4. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a 
text. 

• RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the 
text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration 
depicts). 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2016/ela/
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• RI W.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in 
which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an 
opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 

• W.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply 
some information about the topic. 

• W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 
several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and 
provide a reaction to what happened. 

• W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, strengthen writing through response and self-
reflection using questions and suggestions from peers (e.g., adding details). 

• SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

• Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking turns 
speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

• Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

• SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through 
other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification 
if something is not understood. 

• SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something 
that is not understood. 

• SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and 
support, provide additional detail. 

• SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional 
detail. 

• SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

• W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce 
and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 

 

 

 

Computer  Science and Design Thinking 

• 8.1.2.CS.1: Select and operate computing devices that perform a variety of tasks accurately 
and quickly based on user needs and preferences. 

• 8.1.2.CS.3: Describe basic hardware and software problems using accurate terminology. 

• 8.1.2.NI.1: Model and describe how individuals use computers to connect to other 
individuals, places, information, and ideas through a network. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
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• 8.1.2.NI.2: Describe how the Internet enables individuals to connect with others worldwide. 

• 8.1.2.NI.4: Explain why access to devices need to be secured. 

• 8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual 
formats. 

• 8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps 

 

 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

● 9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community. 
●  9.1.2.CR.2: List ways to give back, including making donations, volunteering, and starting a 

business. 
● 9.1.2.RM.1: Describe how valuable items might be damaged or lost and ways to protect 

them. 
● 9.1.2.PB.1: Determine various ways to save and places in the local community that help 

people save and accumulate money over time. 

 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Practices  

Act as a 
responsible and 
contributing 
community 
members and 
employee.  

Students understand the obligations and responsibilities of being a member of a 
community, and they demonstrate this understanding every day through their 
interactions with others. They are conscientious of the impacts of their decisions on 
others and the environment around them. They think about the near-term and long-term 
consequences of their actions and seek to act in ways that contribute to the betterment 
of their teams, families, community and workplace. They are reliable and consistent in 
going beyond the minimum expectation and in participating in activities that serve the 
greater good. 

Consider the 
environmental, 
social and 
economic impacts 
of decisions. 

Students understand the interrelated nature of their actions and regularly make 
decisions that positively impact and/or mitigate negative impact on other people, 
organization, and the environment. They are aware of and utilize new technologies, 
understandings, procedures, materials, and regulations affecting the nature of their 
work as it relates to the impact on the social condition, the environment and the 
profitability of the organization.  

Demonstrate 
creativity and 
innovation.  

Students regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different ways, and 
they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their 
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to 
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add 
greatest value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources 
and seek to apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas 
and understand how to bring innovation to an organization.  

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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Utilize critical 
thinking to make 
sense of problems 
and persevere in 
solving them. 

Students readily recognize problems in the workplace, understand the nature of the 
problem, and devise effective plans to solve the problem. They are aware of problems 
when they occur and take action quickly to address the problem; they thoughtfully 
investigate the root cause of the problem prior to introducing solutions. They carefully 
consider the options to solve the problem. Once a solution is agreed upon, they follow 
through to ensure the problem is solved, whether through their own actions or the 
actions of others.  

Model integrity, 
ethical leadership 
and effective 
management. 

Students consistently act in ways that align personal and community-held ideals and 
principles while employing strategies to positively influence others in the workplace. 
They have a clear understanding of integrity and act on this understanding in every 
decision. They use a variety of means to positively impact the directions and actions of 
a team or organization, and they apply insights into human behavior to change others’ 
action, attitudes and/or beliefs. They recognize the near-term and long-term effects that 
management’s actions and attitudes can have on productivity, morals and 
organizational culture. 

Plan education 
and career paths 
aligned to personal 
goals.  

Students take personal ownership of their own education and career goals, and they 
regularly act on a plan to attain these goals. They understand their own career 
interests, preferences, goals, and requirements. They have perspective regarding the 
pathways available to them and the time, effort, experience and other requirements to 
pursue each, including a path of entrepreneurship. They recognize the value of each 
step in the education and experiential process, and they recognize that nearly all career 
paths require ongoing education and experience. They seek counselors, mentors, and 
other experts to assist in the planning and execution of career and personal goals.  

Use technology to 
enhance 
productivity, 
increase 
collaboration and 
communicate 
effectively. 

Students find and maximize the productive value of existing and new technology to 
accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems. They are flexible and 
adaptive in acquiring new technology. They are proficient with ubiquitous technology 
applications. They understand the inherent risks-personal and organizational-of 
technology applications, and they take actions to prevent or mitigate these risks.  

Work productively 
in teams while 
using 
cultural/global 
competence. 

Students positively contribute to every team, whether formal or informal. They apply an 
awareness of cultural difference to avoid barriers to productive and positive interaction. 
They find ways to increase the engagement and contribution of all team members. 
They plan and facilitate effective team meetings. 

 

 

Evidence of Student Learning 

Formative Tasks: 

● Exit cards 

● Turn and Talk 

Alternative Assessments: 

● Exit tickets 

● Anecdotal records 
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● Student/teacher conferences 

● Google Classroom Response 

● Pre-assessment 

● Teacher Observation 

● Performance Assessments 

● Daily Classwork 

● Student responses and participation 

● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork 

Summative Assessments: 

● Post-assessment 

● Group Projects 

● Written Assessment 

● Individual Project/Presentations 

● Problem-Based Learning Units 

Benchmark Assessments: 

● Completed Lapbook 

● Wordle 

● Oral Presentation 

● Digital Story 

● KWL Charts 

● Open-ended question responses with 
drawings 

● Social Studies Notebook Check with Scoring 
Rubric 

 

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 

• Symbols represent our country’s values. 

• Everyone in a community must follow 
rules and laws. 

• Good citizens help others. 

• People are all different, but all should be 
treated fairly. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

• What makes a good citizen?   

• Why are rules and laws important? 

•  Who makes rules and laws. 

• What makes rules fair for everyone? ** 

 

 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

● Suggested Activities/Resources: 

● Studies Weekly: 

○ Week 3-Rules  
○ Week 4-Responsibility 
○ Week 14 Good Citizens  
○ Week 19 American Monuments 

• Helpers in My Community, by Bobbie 
Kalman 

● Democracy for Dinosaurs by Laurie 
Kransy Brown and Marc Brown 
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● The class will collaborate and write class 
rules, and discuss how they are they like, 
and different from, rules at home? In the 
community. 

● Create a compliment board/jar to add to 
about classmates 

● https://www.education.com/lesson-
plan/superhero-citizens/ Superhero Citizen 

● https://www.education.com/lesson-plans/first-
grade/social-studies/ What is a Good Citizen? 

● What Does a Mayor Do? Community 
helpers and careers. When shown several 
examples of jobs that must be done in 
their community, students identify which 
are their Mayor’s responsibilities. 

● https://www.bullybust.org/resources 
○ Teacher and students will create a 

climate of “safe space” by posting 
classroom expectations and 
creating roles for small group 
discussion (Holocaust connection) 

● What is good Citizen interactive 
worksheet 

● Grade appropriate video on unit topics 
https://app.studiesweekly.com/online/extr
as/extraVideos/New%20K-2%20Videos  
 

● Texting With Harriet Tubman by Bobby 
Basil 

● All Are Welcome, by Alexandra Penfold 
● The Berenstain Bears and Mama for 

Mayor, By Jan and Mike Berenstain 

● In My Pocket by Dorrith M.Sim  
● Terrible Things: An Allegory of the 

Holocaust by Eve Bunting  
● Rebekkah’s Journey by Ann E. Burg 
● What Can a Citizen Do? by Dave Eggers 
● Duck for President, by Dorren Cronin  
● The Opposite of Spoiled: Raising Kids 

Who Are Grounded, Generous, and 
Smart About Money,by Ron Lieber 

● Being a Good Citizen (Ready Read Alouds) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=des
ktop&v=ha_aeIWTsFs 

● Additional Websites: 
● https://www.commonsense.org/education/

artices/13-best-websites-and-games-for-
us-history-and-civics 

● https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ 
● https://www.readbrightly.com/childrens-

books-to-remember-the-holocaust/ 
● https://study.com/academy/lesson/what-

is-tax-lesson-for-kids.html  
● http://www.kellybear.com/TeacherArticles

/TeacherTip27.html  

 

  

https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/superhero-citizens/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/superhero-citizens/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plans/first-grade/social-studies/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plans/first-grade/social-studies/
https://www.bullybust.org/resources
https://app.studiesweekly.com/online/extras/extraVideos/New%20K-2%20Videos
https://app.studiesweekly.com/online/extras/extraVideos/New%20K-2%20Videos
https://www.amazon.com/Berenstain-Bears-Mama-Mayor-Level/dp/0062075276
https://www.amazon.com/Berenstain-Bears-Mama-Mayor-Level/dp/0062075276
https://amzn.to/2Ozfid7
https://www.amazon.com/Opposite-Spoiled-Raising-Grounded-Generous/dp/0062247026/ref=sr_1_17?dchild=1&keywords=Finance+for+Kids&qid=1609607056&sr=8-17
https://www.amazon.com/Opposite-Spoiled-Raising-Grounded-Generous/dp/0062247026/ref=sr_1_17?dchild=1&keywords=Finance+for+Kids&qid=1609607056&sr=8-17
https://www.amazon.com/Opposite-Spoiled-Raising-Grounded-Generous/dp/0062247026/ref=sr_1_17?dchild=1&keywords=Finance+for+Kids&qid=1609607056&sr=8-17
https://www.amazon.com/Ron-Lieber/e/B08GHSDWX2?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_17&qid=1609607056&sr=8-17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=ha_aeIWTsFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=ha_aeIWTsFs
https://www.commonsense.org/education/artices/13-best-websites-and-games-for-us-history-and-civics
https://www.commonsense.org/education/artices/13-best-websites-and-games-for-us-history-and-civics
https://www.commonsense.org/education/artices/13-best-websites-and-games-for-us-history-and-civics
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/
https://www.readbrightly.com/childrens-books-to-remember-the-holocaust/
https://www.readbrightly.com/childrens-books-to-remember-the-holocaust/
https://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-tax-lesson-for-kids.html
https://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-tax-lesson-for-kids.html
http://www.kellybear.com/TeacherArticles/TeacherTip27.html
http://www.kellybear.com/TeacherArticles/TeacherTip27.html
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Unit 2: Communities and Culture 

Geography, People, and Environment 

Duration: 40 Days 
 

Disciplinary Concepts 

• A map is a symbolic representation of selected characteristics of a place. 

• Geographic data can be used to identify cultural and environmental characteristics of places. 

• Physical and human characteristics affect where people live (settle). 

• People use goods from local and distant places to meet their daily needs. 

• Environmental characteristics influence how and where people live. 

• Global interconnections occur in both human and physical systems across different regions of the 
world. 

 

 

Suggested Accommodations  

English Language Learners: 

● Provide clear and specific directions 

● Provide extended time 

● Provide written directions with models and diagrams when possible 

● Pre-teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures 

● Build student background knowledge about the topic before and throughout the lesson 

 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 

● Follow specific IEP accommodations and modifications 

● Strategic grouping (Guided Reading, Strategy Groups) 

● Pre-teach concepts 

● Small group for assessments 

● Check in’s during group collaboration to help refocus 

● Allow alternate assignments and assessments -- project-based, etc. 

 

504 Plans: 

● Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 

● Preferential Seating 

● Extended time on tests and assignments 

● Restate directions 

 

Gifted and Talented: 

● Differentiated assignments/projects/assessments 

● Differentiate learning pace using curriculum acceleration 
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● Higher level texts 

● Provide students with a choice board to expand on the topics learned in class 

● Expose students to sophisticated and advanced vocabulary 

● Provide students with interest-based extension activities 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: 

● Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

● Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 

● Be flexible 

● Provide students with materials and resources (such as newspapers, magazines, computers, and 
books) to take home to support the lesson and build home connections to the lesson 

● Provide students with emotional/social support to help the student feel welcome and comfortable 

 

Economically Disadvantaged: 

● Be flexible with assignments 

● Phone conferences as an alternative.  

● Provide access to computers, magazines, newspapers, and books so low-income students can see 
and work with printed materials 

 

Culturally Diverse: 

● Involve families in student learning 

● Provide social/emotional support 

● Respect cultural traditions 
 

 

 

Correlation Key 

Holocaust Amistad Financial Literacy 

 

 

Social Studies Practices 

Developing 
Questions 

and 
Planning 
Inquiry 

Developing insightful questions and planning effective inquiry involves identifying the 
purposes of different questions to understand the human experience, which requires 
addressing real world issues. Inquiries incorporating questions from various social science 
disciplines build understanding of the past, present and future; these inquiries investigate the 
complexity and diversity of individuals, groups, and societies. 
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Gathering 
and 

Evaluating 
Sources 

Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and 
perspectives are the core of inquiry. Effective practice requires evaluating the credibility of 
primary and secondary sources, assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context 
of information, and corroborating evidence across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and 
interpreting the significance of information requires thinking critically about ourselves and the 
world. 

Seeking 
Diverse 

Perspectives 

Making sense of research findings requires thinking about what information is included, 
whether the information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in 
the need to complete additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and 
others’ perspectives builds understanding about the complexity of each person and the 
diversity in the world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists students in empathizing with 
other individuals and groups of people; quantitative and qualitative information provides 
insights into specific people, places, and events, as well as national, regional, and global 
trends. 

Developing 
Claims and 

Using 
Evidence 

Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of 
information, self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to 
revise conclusions based on the strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means 
developing claims based on factual evidence, valid reasoning, and a respect for human 
rights.  

Presenting 
Arguments 

and 
Explanations 

Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis 
for clear communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid 
reasoning that respects the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing 
findings and engaging in civil discussion with an audience provides a key step in the process 
of thinking critically about conclusions and continued inquiry.  

Engaging in 
Civil 

Discourse 
and 

Critiquing 
Conclusions 

Assessing and refining conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative 
discussions with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a 
vital part of the process of sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully 
listening to and critiquing claims by analyzing the evidence and reasoning supporting them. 
Listening to and understanding contrary views can deepen learning and lay the groundwork 
for seeking consensus. 

Taking 
Informed 

Action  

After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus 
about possible actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires 
citizens to practice discussion, negotiation, coalition seeking, and peaceful conflict resolution. 
When appropriate, taking informed action involves creating and/or implementing action plans 
designed to solve problems and create positive change.  

 

 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

● 6.1.2.GeoPP.1: Explain the different physical and human characteristics that might make a location a 
good place to live (e.g., landforms, climate and weather, resource availability). 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-SS.pdf
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● 6.1.2.Geo.SV.1: Use maps to identify physical features (e.g., continents, oceans, rivers, lakes, 
mountains) 

● 6.1.2.Geo.SV.2: Describe how maps are created for a specific purpose (e.g., school fire-drill map, 
route from home to school, learning centers in a classroom). 

●  6.1.2.Geo.SV.3: Identify and describe the properties of a variety of maps and globes (e.g., title, 
legend, cardinal directions, scale, symbols,) and purposes (wayfinding, thematic) 

● 6.1.2.Geo.SV.4: Identify examples of geospatial data (e.g., landmarks on the school grounds, the 
spatial location of each student’s assigned seat in the classroom, needs more thought). 

● 6.1.2.Geo.HE.1: Explain how seasonal weather changes, climate, and other environmental 
characteristics affect people's lives in a place or region.  

● 6.1.2.Geo.HE.2: Describe how human activities affect the culture and environmental characteristics 
of places or regions (e.g., transportation, housing, dietary needs).  

●  6.1.2.Geo.HE.3: Identify cultural and environmental characteristics of different regions in New Jersey 
and the United States.  

●  6.1.2.Geo.HE.4: Investigate the relationship between the physical environment of a place and the 
economic activities found there. 

● 6.1.2.Geo.GI.1: Explain why and how people, goods, and ideas move from place to place. 

● 6.1.2.Geo.GI.2: Use technology to understand the culture and physical characteristics of regions. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Kindergarten  ELA Standards 

• RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

• RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

• RI.K.4. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a 
text. 

• RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the 
text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration 
depicts). 

• RI W.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in 
which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an 
opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 

• W.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply 
some information about the topic. 

• W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 
several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and 
provide a reaction to what happened. 

• W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, strengthen writing through response and self-
reflection using questions and suggestions from peers (e.g., adding details). 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2016/ela/
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• SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

• Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking turns 
speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

• Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

• SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through 
other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification 
if something is not understood. 

• SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something 
that is not understood. 

• SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and 
support, provide additional detail. 

• SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional 
detail. 

• SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

• W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce 
and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 

 

Computer  Science and Design Thinking 

● 8.1.5.CS.1: Model how computing devices connect to other components to form a system. 

● 8.1.5.CS.2: Model how computer software and hardware work together as a system to accomplish 
tasks. 

● 8.1.5.NI.2: Describe physical and digital security measures for protecting sensitive personal 
information.  

● 8.1.5.IC.1: Identify computing technologies that have impacted how individuals live and work and 
describe the factors that influenced the changes. 

● 8.1.5.IC.2: Identify possible ways to improve the accessibility and usability of computing technologies 
to address the diverse needs and wants of users. 

● 8.1.5.DA.1: Collect, organize, and display data in order to highlight relationships or support a claim. 

● 8.1.5.DA.3: Organize and present collected data visually to communicate insights gained from 
different views of the data.  

● 8.1.5.DA.5: Propose cause and effect relationships, predict outcomes, or communicate ideas using 
data. 

● 8.1.5.AP.3: Create programs that include sequences, events, loops, and conditionals. 

● 8.1.5.AP.4: Break down problems into smaller, manageable sub-problems to facilitate program 
development.  

● 8.2.5.ED.2: Collaborate with peers to collect information, brainstorm to solve a problem, and evaluate 
all possible solutions to provide the best results with supporting sketches or models. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
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● 8.2.5.ITH.1: Explain how societal needs and wants influence the development and function of a 
product and a system.  

● 8.2.5.NT.1: Troubleshoot a product that has stopped working and brainstorm ideas to correct the 
problem.  

 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

● 9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community.  

●  9.1.2.CR.2: List ways to give back, including making donations, volunteering, and starting a 
business. 

●  9.1.2. FI.1: Differentiate the various forms of money and how they are used (e.g., coins, bills, checks, 
debit and credit cards).  

● 9.1.2.FP.1: Explain how emotions influence whether a person spends or saves. 

●  9.1.2.FP.2: Differentiate between financial wants and needs. •  

● 9.1.2.FP.3: Identify the factors that influence people to spend or save (e.g., commercials, family, 
culture, society).  

● 9.1.2.PB.1: Determine various ways to save and places in the local community that help people save 
and accumulate money over time. 

● 9.1.2.RM.1: Describe how valuable items might be damaged or lost and ways to protect them. 

 

 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Practices  

Act as a 
responsible and 
contributing 
community 
members and 
employee.  

Students understand the obligations and responsibilities of being a member of a 
community, and they demonstrate this understanding every day through their 
interactions with others. They are conscientious of the impacts of their decisions on 
others and the environment around them. They think about the near-term and long-term 
consequences of their actions and seek to act in ways that contribute to the betterment 
of their teams, families, community and workplace. They are reliable and consistent in 
going beyond the minimum expectation and in participating in activities that serve the 
greater good. 

Consider the 
environmental, 
social and 
economic impacts 
of decisions. 

Students understand the interrelated nature of their actions and regularly make 
decisions that positively impact and/or mitigate negative impact on other people, 
organization, and the environment. They are aware of and utilize new technologies, 
understandings, procedures, materials, and regulations affecting the nature of their 
work as it relates to the impact on the social condition, the environment and the 
profitability of the organization.  

Demonstrate 
creativity and 
innovation.  

Students regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different ways, and 
they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their 
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add 
greatest value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources 
and seek to apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas 
and understand how to bring innovation to an organization.  

Utilize critical 
thinking to make 
sense of problems 
and persevere in 
solving them. 

Students readily recognize problems in the workplace, understand the nature of the 
problem, and devise effective plans to solve the problem. They are aware of problems 
when they occur and take action quickly to address the problem; they thoughtfully 
investigate the root cause of the problem prior to introducing solutions. They carefully 
consider the options to solve the problem. Once a solution is agreed upon, they follow 
through to ensure the problem is solved, whether through their own actions or the 
actions of others.  

Model integrity, 
ethical leadership 
and effective 
management. 

Students consistently act in ways that align personal and community-held ideals and 
principles while employing strategies to positively influence others in the workplace. 
They have a clear understanding of integrity and act on this understanding in every 
decision. They use a variety of means to positively impact the directions and actions of 
a team or organization, and they apply insights into human behavior to change others’ 
action, attitudes and/or beliefs. They recognize the near-term and long-term effects that 
management’s actions and attitudes can have on productivity, morals and 
organizational culture. 

Plan education 
and career paths 
aligned to personal 
goals.  

Students take personal ownership of their own education and career goals, and they 
regularly act on a plan to attain these goals. They understand their own career 
interests, preferences, goals, and requirements. They have perspective regarding the 
pathways available to them and the time, effort, experience and other requirements to 
pursue each, including a path of entrepreneurship. They recognize the value of each 
step in the education and experiential process, and they recognize that nearly all career 
paths require ongoing education and experience. They seek counselors, mentors, and 
other experts to assist in the planning and execution of career and personal goals.  

Use technology to 
enhance 
productivity, 
increase 
collaboration and 
communicate 
effectively. 

Students find and maximize the productive value of existing and new technology to 
accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems. They are flexible and 
adaptive in acquiring new technology. They are proficient with ubiquitous technology 
applications. They understand the inherent risks-personal and organizational-of 
technology applications, and they take actions to prevent or mitigate these risks.  

Work productively 
in teams while 
using 
cultural/global 
competence. 

Students positively contribute to every team, whether formal or informal. They apply an 
awareness of cultural difference to avoid barriers to productive and positive interaction. 
They find ways to increase the engagement and contribution of all team members. 
They plan and facilitate effective team meetings. 
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Evidence of Student Learning 

Formative Tasks: 

● Exit cards 

● Turn and Talk 

● Student/teacher conferences 

● Google Classroom Response 

● Pre-assessment 

● Teacher Observation 

● Performance Assessments 

● Daily Classwork 

 

Alternative Assessments: 

● Exit tickets 

● Anecdotal records 

● Student responses and participation 

● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork 

 

Summative Assessments: 

● Post-assessment 

● Group Projects 

● Written Assessment 

● Individual Project/Presentations 

● Problem-Based Learning Units 

 

Benchmark Assessments: 

● Completed Lapbook 

● Wordle 

● Oral Presentation 

● Digital Story 

● KWL Charts 

● Open-ended question responses with 
drawings 

● Social Studies Notebook Check with Scoring 
Rubric 

 

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 

● A community is a place where people live, 
work, and have fun together. 

● Communities exist all over the world 

● People consider many different things 
when deciding where they will live 

● Wants, needs, and resources influence 
the decisions people make. 

● Different types of maps give different 
kinds of information. 

 

Essential Questions: 

● What do maps show? 

● What are special purpose maps? 

● What are the different areas in NJ like? 
How are the different? How are they the 
same? 

● What are different areas in the United 
States like, and why do people settle 
there? 

● What impact do people have on the 
environment? 
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● What are the different types of maps and 
what information do they give? 

● What are the physical and human 
properties of a region? 

● How did cities and towns in New Jersey 
and in the United States begin? 

 

 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 

● Studies Weekly Lessons 

Week 2-Location  

Week 5- Time 

Week 7- Where Do You Live? 

Week 11-Earth 

Week 13 Weather 

Week 15 Maps and Globes 

Week 16 Which Way? 

● Virtual tours of the country via the 
internet. 

● Make a model of your community 

● Make a map of the classroom 

• Community Homes: interactive worksheet 
talking about all types of home around the 
world. https://youtu.be/StWTraWurmI 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5egK
E40f-v4 directions, maps, landforms 2 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrT5jc
nu8NA Continents of the World  

● http://www.ctfreedomtrail.org/trail/amistad
/  

● It's Okay to Be Different: Teaching 
Diversity With Todd Parr 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-
resources/lesson-plans/okay-different-
teaching-diversity-890.html?tab=4 

• The Price of Freedom: How One Town 
Stood Up to Slavery by  Judith Bloom 
Fradin 

● The Feather-Bed Journey by Paul 

Kurzband Feder F 

● Flowers on the Wall, by Margaret 

K. Nerlove 

● The City Kid and The Suburb Kid, by Deb 
Pilutti 

● Maps by Aleksandra and Daniel 
Mizielinski   

● All Kinds of Families, by Mary Ann 
Hoberman 

● One Yellow Daffodil, by David Alder 

● Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney     

● Maps Show Us the Way” by 
Jessica  Leithauser  

Where Is My Continent? by Robin Nelson 

● Where Is My Country? by Robin Nelson 

● “by Robin Nelson 

● The Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map to 
Freedom by Bette Stroud 

● Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Méndez 
and Her Family’s Fight for  

● Desegregation, by Duncan Tonatiuh 
● New Kid, by Jerry Craft 

 

https://youtu.be/StWTraWurmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5egKE40f-v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5egKE40f-v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrT5jcnu8NA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrT5jcnu8NA
http://www.ctfreedomtrail.org/trail/amistad/
http://www.ctfreedomtrail.org/trail/amistad/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/okay-different-teaching-diversity-890.html?tab=4
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/okay-different-teaching-diversity-890.html?tab=4
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/okay-different-teaching-diversity-890.html?tab=4
https://seattle.bibliocommons.com/search?q=%22Fradin%2C+Judith+Bloom%22&search_category=author&t=author
https://bookroo.com/books/maps
https://bookroo.com/creatives/aleksandra-mizielinska
https://bookroo.com/creatives/aleksandra-mizielinska
https://bookroo.com/creatives/aleksandra-mizielinska
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● Students will play various games from 
around the world to experience the 
culture. 

• https://www.education.com/lesson-
plan/here-are-our-homes/ Here Are Our 
Homes  

● As a class, create a Google Slide 
presentation where students create a 
slide about their culture and share it with 
the class. Teacher adds cultural diverse 
slides. 

● Include activities showing the financial 
impact of pollution https://www.eco-
schools.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/Air-Pollution-
Teachers-Pack.pdf  

● Environment lesson plans including   
additional websites 
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/e
lme/kindergarten-lessons-our-changing-
environment.pdf  

● https://www.education.com/lesson-
plans/community-cultures/ Activities: Law 
of the Land, Landmarks Scavenger Hunt, 
Goods and Services: Let’s Make A Deal 

● https://www.education.com/lesson-
plan/learning-about-black-visionaries/ 
Learning About Black Visionaries  
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/here-are-our-homes/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/here-are-our-homes/
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Air-Pollution-Teachers-Pack.pdf
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Air-Pollution-Teachers-Pack.pdf
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Air-Pollution-Teachers-Pack.pdf
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Air-Pollution-Teachers-Pack.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/elme/kindergarten-lessons-our-changing-environment.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/elme/kindergarten-lessons-our-changing-environment.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/elme/kindergarten-lessons-our-changing-environment.pdf
https://www.education.com/lesson-plans/community-cultures/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plans/community-cultures/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/learning-about-black-visionaries/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/learning-about-black-visionaries/
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Unit 3: Economics and Me 

Economics, Innovation, and Trade 

Duration: 40 Days 

 

Disciplinary Concepts 

• Individuals make decisions based on their needs, wants, and the availability of resources.  

• Limited resources influence choices.  

• Economic decisions made by individuals and governments should be informed by an effective 
decision-making process (e.g., saving, spending, acquiring debt, investing) 

• Goods and services are produced and exchanged in multiple ways. 

• The availability of resources influences current and future economic conditions.  

• Governments play an economic role in the lives of individuals and communities. 

• There are benefits to trading goods and services with other countries. 
 

 

Suggested Accommodations  

English Language Learners: 

● Provide clear and specific directions 

● Provide extended time 

● Provide written directions with models and diagrams when possible 

● Pre-teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures 

● Build student background knowledge about the topic before and throughout the lesson 

 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 

● Follow specific IEP accommodations and modifications 

● Strategic grouping (Guided Reading, Strategy Groups) 

● Pre-teach concepts 

● Small group for assessments 

● Check in’s during group collaboration to help refocus 

● Allow alternate assignments and assessments -- project-based, etc. 

 

504 Plans: 

● Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 

● Preferential Seating 

● Extended time on tests and assignments 

● Restate directions 

 

Gifted and Talented: 
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● Differentiated assignments/projects/assessments 

● Differentiate learning pace using curriculum acceleration 

● Higher level texts 

● Provide students with a choice board to expand on the topics learned in class 

● Expose students to sophisticated and advanced vocabulary 

● Provide students with interest-based extension activities 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: 

● Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

● Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 

● Be flexible 

● Provide students with materials and resources (such as newspapers, magazines, computers, and 
books) to take home to support the lesson and build home connections to the lesson 

● Provide students with emotional/social support to help the student feel welcome and comfortable 

 

Economically Disadvantaged: 

● Be flexible with assignments 

● Phone conferences as an alternative.  

● Provide access to computers, magazines, newspapers, and books so low-income students can see 
and work with printed materials 

 

Culturally Diverse: 

● Involve families in student learning 

● Provide social/emotional support 

● Respect cultural traditions 
 

 

 

Correlation Key 

Holocaust Amistad Financial Literacy 

 

 

Social Studies Practices 

Developing 
Questions 

and 

Developing insightful questions and planning effective inquiry involves identifying the 
purposes of different questions to understand the human experience, which requires 
addressing real world issues. Inquiries incorporating questions from various social science 
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Planning 
Inquiry 

disciplines build understanding of the past, present and future; these inquiries investigate the 
complexity and diversity of individuals, groups, and societies. 

Gathering 
and 

Evaluating 
Sources 

Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and 
perspectives are the core of inquiry. Effective practice requires evaluating the credibility of 
primary and secondary sources, assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context 
of information, and corroborating evidence across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and 
interpreting the significance of information requires thinking critically about ourselves and the 
world. 

Seeking 
Diverse 

Perspectives 

Making sense of research findings requires thinking about what information is included, 
whether the information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in 
the need to complete additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and 
others’ perspectives builds understanding about the complexity of each person and the 
diversity in the world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists students in empathizing with 
other individuals and groups of people; quantitative and qualitative information provides 
insights into specific people, places, and events, as well as national, regional, and global 
trends. 

Developing 
Claims and 

Using 
Evidence 

Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of 
information, self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to 
revise conclusions based on the strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means 
developing claims based on factual evidence, valid reasoning, and a respect for human 
rights.  

Presenting 
Arguments 

and 
Explanations 

Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis 
for clear communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid 
reasoning that respects the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing 
findings and engaging in civil discussion with an audience provides a key step in the process 
of thinking critically about conclusions and continued inquiry.  

Engaging in 
Civil 

Discourse 
and 

Critiquing 
Conclusions 

Assessing and refining conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative 
discussions with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a 
vital part of the process of sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully 
listening to and critiquing claims by analyzing the evidence and reasoning supporting them. 
Listening to and understanding contrary views can deepen learning and lay the groundwork 
for seeking consensus. 

Taking 
Informed 

Action  

After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus 
about possible actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires 
citizens to practice discussion, negotiation, coalition seeking, and peaceful conflict resolution. 
When appropriate, taking informed action involves creating and/or implementing action plans 
designed to solve problems and create positive change.  

 

 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-SS.pdf
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● Grades K-2 

● 6.1.2.EconET.1: Explain the difference between needs and wants.  

●  6.1.2.EconET.2: Cite examples of choices people make when resources are scarce.  

● 6.1.2.EconET.3: Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products. 

● 6.1.2.EconET.4: Explain the impact that decisions about savings, debt, and investment can have on 
individuals' lives.  

●  6.1.2.EconET.5: Describe how local and state governments make decisions that affect individuals 
and the community. 

●  6.1.2.EconEM.1: Describe the skills and knowledge required to produce specific goods and services. 

● 6.1.2.EconEM.2: Describe the goods and services that individuals and businesses in the local 
community produce and those that are produced in other communities.  

●  6.1.2.EconEM.3: Identify the ways in which people exchange(d) goods and services today, and in 
the past (e.g., purchase, borrow, barter). 

● 6.1.2.EconNE.1: Identify examples of human capital, physical capital, and natural resources that 
contribute to favorable economic conditions. 

● 6.1.2.EconNE.2: Describe examples of goods and services that governments provide. 

● 6.1.2.EconGE.1: Cite examples of products that are produced domestically and sold abroad and 
produced abroad and sold domestically.  

● 6.1.2.EconGE.2: Explain why people in one country trade goods and services with people in other 
countries. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Kindergarten ELA Standards 

• RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

• RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

• RI.K.4. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a 
text. 

• RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the 
text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration 
depicts). 

• RI W.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in 
which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an 
opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 

• W.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply 
some information about the topic. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z5LZupRKzK1Kgj5sR-cfP0-yJnxHPNy7n4ME10_vSc4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2016/ela/
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• W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 
several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and 
provide a reaction to what happened. 

• W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, strengthen writing through response and self-
reflection using questions and suggestions from peers (e.g., adding details). 

• SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

• Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking turns 
speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

• Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

• SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through 
other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification 
if something is not understood. 

• SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something 
that is not understood. 

• SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and 
support, provide additional detail. 

• SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional 
detail. 

• SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

• W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce 
and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

• W.1.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the 
topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

• W.1.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, including in collaboration with peers.  

 

 

 

Computer  Science and Design Thinking 

● 8.1.5.CS.1: Model how computing devices connect to other components to form a system. 

● 8.1.5.CS.2: Model how computer software and hardware work together as a system to accomplish 
tasks. 

● 8.1.5.NI.2: Describe physical and digital security measures for protecting sensitive personal 
information.  

● 8.1.5.IC.1: Identify computing technologies that have impacted how individuals live and work and 
describe the factors that influenced the changes. 

● 8.1.5.IC.2: Identify possible ways to improve the accessibility and usability of computing technologies 
to address the diverse needs and wants of users. 

● 8.1.5.DA.1: Collect, organize, and display data in order to highlight relationships or support a claim. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
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● 8.1.5.DA.3: Organize and present collected data visually to communicate insights gained from 
different views of the data.  

● 8.1.5.DA.5: Propose cause and effect relationships, predict outcomes, or communicate ideas using 
data. 

● 8.1.5.AP.3: Create programs that include sequences, events, loops, and conditionals. 

● 8.1.5.AP.4: Break down problems into smaller, manageable sub-problems to facilitate program 
development.  

● 8.2.5.ED.2: Collaborate with peers to collect information, brainstorm to solve a problem, and evaluate 
all possible solutions to provide the best results with supporting sketches or models. 

● 8.2.5.ITH.1: Explain how societal needs and wants influence the development and function of a 
product and a system.  

● 8.2.5.NT.1: Troubleshoot a product that has stopped working and brainstorm ideas to correct the 
problem.  

 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

● 9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community.  

●  9.1.2.CR.2: List ways to give back, including making donations, volunteering, and starting a 
business. 

●  9.1.2. FI.1: Differentiate the various forms of money and how they are used (e.g., coins, bills, checks, 
debit and credit cards).  

● 9.1.2.FP.1: Explain how emotions influence whether a person spends or saves. 

●  9.1.2.FP.2: Differentiate between financial wants and needs. •  

● 9.1.2.FP.3: Identify the factors that influence people to spend or save (e.g., commercials, family, 
culture, society).  

● 9.1.2.PB.1: Determine various ways to save and places in the local community that help people save 
and accumulate money over time. 

● 9.1.2.RM.1: Describe how valuable items might be damaged or lost and ways to protect them. 

 

 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Practices  

Act as a 
responsible and 
contributing 
community 
members and 
employee.  

Students understand the obligations and responsibilities of being a member of a 
community, and they demonstrate this understanding every day through their 
interactions with others. They are conscientious of the impacts of their decisions on 
others and the environment around them. They think about the near-term and long-term 
consequences of their actions and seek to act in ways that contribute to the betterment 
of their teams, families, community and workplace. They are reliable and consistent in 
going beyond the minimum expectation and in participating in activities that serve the 
greater good. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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Attend to financial 
well-being. 

Students take regular action to contribute to their personal financial well-being, 
understanding that personal financial security provides the peace of mind required to 
contribute more fully to their own career success. 

Consider the 
environmental, 
social and 
economic impacts 
of decisions. 

Students understand the interrelated nature of their actions and regularly make 
decisions that positively impact and/or mitigate negative impact on other people, 
organization, and the environment. They are aware of and utilize new technologies, 
understandings, procedures, materials, and regulations affecting the nature of their 
work as it relates to the impact on the social condition, the environment and the 
profitability of the organization.  

Demonstrate 
creativity and 
innovation.  

Students regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different ways, and 
they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their 
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to 
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add 
greatest value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources 
and seek to apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas 
and understand how to bring innovation to an organization.  

Utilize critical 
thinking to make 
sense of problems 
and persevere in 
solving them. 

Students readily recognize problems in the workplace, understand the nature of the 
problem, and devise effective plans to solve the problem. They are aware of problems 
when they occur and take action quickly to address the problem; they thoughtfully 
investigate the root cause of the problem prior to introducing solutions. They carefully 
consider the options to solve the problem. Once a solution is agreed upon, they follow 
through to ensure the problem is solved, whether through their own actions or the 
actions of others.  

Model integrity, 
ethical leadership 
and effective 
management. 

Students consistently act in ways that align personal and community-held ideals and 
principles while employing strategies to positively influence others in the workplace. 
They have a clear understanding of integrity and act on this understanding in every 
decision. They use a variety of means to positively impact the directions and actions of 
a team or organization, and they apply insights into human behavior to change others’ 
action, attitudes and/or beliefs. They recognize the near-term and long-term effects that 
management’s actions and attitudes can have on productivity, morals and 
organizational culture. 

Plan education 
and career paths 
aligned to personal 
goals.  

Students take personal ownership of their own education and career goals, and they 
regularly act on a plan to attain these goals. They understand their own career 
interests, preferences, goals, and requirements. They have perspective regarding the 
pathways available to them and the time, effort, experience and other requirements to 
pursue each, including a path of entrepreneurship. They recognize the value of each 
step in the education and experiential process, and they recognize that nearly all career 
paths require ongoing education and experience. They seek counselors, mentors, and 
other experts to assist in the planning and execution of career and personal goals.  

Use technology to 
enhance 
productivity, 

Students find and maximize the productive value of existing and new technology to 
accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems. They are flexible and 
adaptive in acquiring new technology. They are proficient with ubiquitous technology 
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increase 
collaboration and 
communicate 
effectively. 

applications. They understand the inherent risks-personal and organizational-of 
technology applications, and they take actions to prevent or mitigate these risks.  

Work productively 
in teams while 
using 
cultural/global 
competence. 

Students positively contribute to every team, whether formal or informal. They apply an 
awareness of cultural difference to avoid barriers to productive and positive interaction. 
They find ways to increase the engagement and contribution of all team members. 
They plan and facilitate effective team meetings. 

 

 

Evidence of Student Learning 

Formative Tasks: 

● Exit cards 

● Turn and Talk 

● Student/teacher conferences 

● Google Classroom Response 

● Pre-assessment 

● Teacher Observation 

● Performance Assessments 

● Daily Classwork 

 

Benchmark Assessments: 

● Completed Lapbook 

● Wordle 

● Oral Presentation 

● Digital Story 

● KWL Charts 

● Open-ended question responses with 
drawings 

● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork 

 

 

 

Summative Assessments: 

● Post-assessment 

● Group Projects 

● Written Assessment 

● Individual Project/Presentations 

● Problem-Based Learning Units 

 

Alternative Assessments: 

● Exit tickets 

● Anecdotal records 

● Student responses and participation 

● Social Studies Notebook Check with Scoring 
Rubric 

 

 

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: Essential Questions: 
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● People make decisions based on their 
needs, wants, and the availability of 
resources. 

● People and governments consider things 
like saving, spending, acquiring debt, and 
investing when making economic 
decisions. 

● Goods and services are produced and 
exchanged in multiple ways. 

● The availability of resources influences 
current and future economic conditions.  

● There are benefits to trading goods and 
services with other countries. 

 

 

 

 

● What economic decisions do families 
make?  

● How are wants and needs different? 

● How do economics affect communities 

● How do other countries and the United 
States trade goods?  

● How do you make good choices about 
money? 

● What happens to the price of something 
when everyone wants it and there are not 
enough? 

 

 

 

 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 

● Studies Weekly Lessons 

○ Week 9- Needs and Wants 

○ Week 22-Comsumers and Producers 

○ Week 23- Jobs People do 

○ Week 24-Money 

● Discuss the importance of different 
cultures, backgrounds, and locations and 
how each of these contribute to the 
economy in our global market.  (Amistad 
and Holocaust Connection) 

● Where do my toys (or clothes) come 
from? Student do a scavenger hunt 
around their homes to find the country of 
origin for several of their playthings (or 
clothing) to add to class chart. Class can 
graph the totals and mark on a world 
map. 

● A New Coat for Anna, by Harriet Ziefer 

● Little People, Big Dreams: Harriet 
Tubman, by Isabel Sanchez Vegara, 
illustrated by Pili Aguado 

● Brick by Brick by Charles R Smith, Jr. 

● Tea Cakes for Tosh by Kelly Starling 

Lyons  

● The Can Man by Laura E. Williams 
 

● Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold  

● Maddi’s Fridge by Lois Brandt 
● Those Shoes, by Maribeth Boelts & Noah 

Jones  

● Sanji and the Baker, by Robin Tzannes 

● The Tie Man’s Miracle: A Chanukah 
Tale by Steven Schnur 

https://www.newsfromnowhere.org.uk/books/DisplayBookInfo.php?ISBN=9781786032898
https://www.newsfromnowhere.org.uk/books/DisplayBookInfo.php?ISBN=9781786032898
https://www.newsfromnowhere.org.uk/books/DisplayBookInfo.php?ISBN=9781786032898
https://seattle.bibliocommons.com/search?q=Smith%2C+Charles+R.%2C+1969-&search_category=author&t=author
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● https://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Economi
cs_for_Kids (Covers barter system and 
what money represents.) 

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abx8-
pWNfP4 

● Taxes, Taxes! Where The Money Goes 
ReadAloud 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abx8-
pWNfP4   

https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/do-i-need-it-
wants-vs-needs/ Wants vs. Needs  
 
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/plan-that-trip/ 
Plan That trip  

● The Never-Ending Greenness: We 
Made Israel Bloom, by NeilWaldman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Economics_for_Kids
https://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Economics_for_Kids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abx8-pWNfP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abx8-pWNfP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abx8-pWNfP4%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abx8-pWNfP4%20
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/do-i-need-it-wants-vs-needs/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/do-i-need-it-wants-vs-needs/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/plan-that-trip/
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Unit 4: 

 History, Culture, and Perspectives 

 

Duration: 40 Days 

Disciplinary Concepts 

• Historical timelines put events in chronological order to help people understand the past.  

• Understanding the past helps to make sense of the present.  Two or more individuals can have a 
different understanding of the same event.  

• Respecting and understanding the views of others helps one learn about various perspectives, 
thoughts, and cultures. 

• The nature of history involves stories of the past preserved in a variety of sources.  

• Historians analyze accounts of history through a variety of sources, including differing accounts of 
the same event.  

• Historians create arguments outlining ideas or explanations based on evidence. 
 

Suggested Accommodations  

English Language Learners: 

● Provide clear and specific directions 

● Provide extended time 

● Provide written directions with models and diagrams when possible 

● Pre-teach vocabulary using visuals and gestures 

● Build student background knowledge about the topic before and throughout the lesson 

 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 

● Follow specific IEP accommodations and modifications 

● Strategic grouping (Guided Reading, Strategy Groups) 

● Pre-teach concepts 

● Small group for assessments 

● Check in’s during group collaboration to help refocus 

● Allow alternate assignments and assessments -- project-based, etc. 

 

504 Plans: 

● Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 

● Preferential Seating 

● Extended time on tests and assignments 

● Restate directions 

 

Gifted and Talented: 
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● Differentiated assignments/projects/assessments 

● Differentiate learning pace using curriculum acceleration 

● Higher level texts 

● Provide students with a choice board to expand on the topics learned in class 

● Expose students to sophisticated and advanced vocabulary 

● Provide students with interest-based extension activities 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: 

● Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

● Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 

● Be flexible 

● Provide students with materials and resources (such as newspapers, magazines, computers, and 
books) to take home to support the lesson and build home connections to the lesson 

● Provide students with emotional/social support to help the student feel welcome and comfortable 

 

Economically Disadvantaged: 

● Be flexible with assignments 

● Phone conferences as an alternative.  

● Provide access to computers, magazines, newspapers, and books so low-income students can see 
and work with printed materials 

 

Culturally Diverse: 

● Involve families in student learning 

● Provide social/emotional support 

● Respect cultural traditions 
 

 

 

Correlation Key 

Holocaust Amistad Financial Literacy 

 

 

Social Studies Practices 

Developing 
Questions 

and 

Developing insightful questions and planning effective inquiry involves identifying the 
purposes of different questions to understand the human experience, which requires 
addressing real world issues. Inquiries incorporating questions from various social science 
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Planning 
Inquiry 

disciplines build understanding of the past, present and future; these inquiries investigate the 
complexity and diversity of individuals, groups, and societies. 

Gathering 
and 

Evaluating 
Sources 

Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and 
perspectives are the core of inquiry. Effective practice requires evaluating the credibility of 
primary and secondary sources, assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context 
of information, and corroborating evidence across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and 
interpreting the significance of information requires thinking critically about ourselves and the 
world. 

Seeking 
Diverse 

Perspectives 

Making sense of research findings requires thinking about what information is included, 
whether the information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in 
the need to complete additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and 
others’ perspectives builds understanding about the complexity of each person and the 
diversity in the world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists students in empathizing with 
other individuals and groups of people; quantitative and qualitative information provides 
insights into specific people, places, and events, as well as national, regional, and global 
trends. 

Developing 
Claims and 

Using 
Evidence 

Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of 
information, self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to 
revise conclusions based on the strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means 
developing claims based on factual evidence, valid reasoning, and a respect for human 
rights.  

Presenting 
Arguments 

and 
Explanations 

Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis 
for clear communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid 
reasoning that respects the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing 
findings and engaging in civil discussion with an audience provides a key step in the process 
of thinking critically about conclusions and continued inquiry.  

Engaging in 
Civil 

Discourse 
and 

Critiquing 
Conclusions 

Assessing and refining conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative 
discussions with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a 
vital part of the process of sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully 
listening to and critiquing claims by analyzing the evidence and reasoning supporting them. 
Listening to and understanding contrary views can deepen learning and lay the groundwork 
for seeking consensus. 

Taking 
Informed 

Action  

After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus 
about possible actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires 
citizens to practice discussion, negotiation, coalition seeking, and peaceful conflict resolution. 
When appropriate, taking informed action involves creating and/or implementing action plans 
designed to solve problems and create positive change.  

 

 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-SS.pdf
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Grades K-2 

●  6.1.2.HistoryCC.1: Use multiple sources to create a chronological sequence of events that describes 
how and why your community has changed over time. 

●  6.1.2.HistoryCC.2: Use a timeline of important events to make inferences about the "big picture" of 
history  

● 6.1.2.HistoryCC.3: Make inferences about how past events, individuals, and innovations affect our 
current lives. 

● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.1: Use primary sources representing multiple perspectives to compare and make 
inferences about why there are different accounts of the same event. 

● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.2: Use evidence to demonstrate how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions 
may change and/or reflect more than one culture.  

● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.3: Use examples from the past and present to describe how stereotyping and 
prejudice can lead to conflict.  

● 6.1.2.HistorySE.1: Use examples of regional folk heroes, stories, and/or songs and make inferences 
about how they have contributed to the development of a culture's history.  

● 6.1.2.HistorySE.2: Analyze a variety of sources describing the same event and make inferences 
about why the accounts are different (e.g., photographs, paintings, cartoons, newspapers, poetry, 
novels, plays). 

● 6.1.2.HistorySE.3: Use historical data from a variety of sources to investigate the development of a 
local community (e.g., origins of its name, originating members, important historical events and 
places).  

● 6.1.2.HistoryCA.1: Make an evidence-based argument how and why communities change over time 
(e.g., locally, nationally, globally) 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Kindergarten ELA Standards 

• RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

• RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

• RI.K.4. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a 
text. 

• RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the 
text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration 
depicts). 

• RI W.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in 
which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an 
opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 

• W.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply 
some information about the topic. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2016/ela/
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• W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 
several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and 
provide a reaction to what happened. 

• W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, strengthen writing through response and self-
reflection using questions and suggestions from peers (e.g., adding details). 

• SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

• Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking turns 
speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

• Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

• SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through 
other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification 
if something is not understood. 

• SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something 
that is not understood. 

• SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and 
support, provide additional detail. 

• SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional 
detail. 

• SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

• W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce 
and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

• RI.1.8. Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text and explain the 
application of this information with prompting as needed. 

• W.1.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts 
about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

• W.1.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 
publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.  

 

 

 

Computer  Science and Design Thinking 

● 8.1.5.CS.1: Model how computing devices connect to other components to form a system. 

● 8.1.5.CS.2: Model how computer software and hardware work together as a system to accomplish 
tasks. 

● 8.1.5.NI.2: Describe physical and digital security measures for protecting sensitive personal 
information.  

● 8.1.5.IC.1: Identify computing technologies that have impacted how individuals live and work and 
describe the factors that influenced the changes. 

● 8.1.5.IC.2: Identify possible ways to improve the accessibility and usability of computing technologies 
to address the diverse needs and wants of users. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
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● 8.1.5.DA.1: Collect, organize, and display data in order to highlight relationships or support a claim. 

● 8.1.5.DA.3: Organize and present collected data visually to communicate insights gained from 
different views of the data.  

● 8.1.5.DA.5: Propose cause and effect relationships, predict outcomes, or communicate ideas using 
data. 

● 8.1.5.AP.3: Create programs that include sequences, events, loops, and conditionals. 

● 8.1.5.AP.4: Break down problems into smaller, manageable sub-problems to facilitate program 
development.  

● 8.2.5.ED.2: Collaborate with peers to collect information, brainstorm to solve a problem, and evaluate 
all possible solutions to provide the best results with supporting sketches or models. 

● 8.2.5.ITH.1: Explain how societal needs and wants influence the development and function of a 
product and a system.  

● 8.2.5.NT.1: Troubleshoot a product that has stopped working and brainstorm ideas to correct the 
problem.  

 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

● 9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community.  

●  9.1.2.CR.2: List ways to give back, including making donations, volunteering, and starting a 
business. 

●  9.1.2. FI.1: Differentiate the various forms of money and how they are used (e.g., coins, bills, checks, 
debit and credit cards).  

● 9.1.2.FP.1: Explain how emotions influence whether a person spends or saves. 

●  9.1.2.FP.2: Differentiate between financial wants and needs. •  

● 9.1.2.FP.3: Identify the factors that influence people to spend or save (e.g., commercials, family, 
culture, society).  

● 9.1.2.PB.1: Determine various ways to save and places in the local community that help people save 
and accumulate money over time. 

● 9.1.2.RM.1: Describe how valuable items might be damaged or lost and ways to protect them.  

 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Practices  

Act as a 
responsible and 
contributing 
community 
members and 
employee.  

Students understand the obligations and responsibilities of being a member of a 
community, and they demonstrate this understanding every day through their 
interactions with others. They are conscientious of the impacts of their decisions on 
others and the environment around them. They think about the near-term and long-term 
consequences of their actions and seek to act in ways that contribute to the betterment 
of their teams, families, community and workplace. They are reliable and consistent in 
going beyond the minimum expectation and in participating in activities that serve the 
greater good. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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Consider the 
environmental, 
social and 
economic impacts 
of decisions. 

Students understand the interrelated nature of their actions and regularly make 
decisions that positively impact and/or mitigate negative impact on other people, 
organization, and the environment. They are aware of and utilize new technologies, 
understandings, procedures, materials, and regulations affecting the nature of their 
work as it relates to the impact on the social condition, the environment and the 
profitability of the organization.  

Model integrity, 
ethical leadership 
and effective 
management. 

Students consistently act in ways that align personal and community-held ideals and 
principles while employing strategies to positively influence others in the workplace. 
They have a clear understanding of integrity and act on this understanding in every 
decision. They use a variety of means to positively impact the directions and actions of 
a team or organization, and they apply insights into human behavior to change others’ 
action, attitudes and/or beliefs. They recognize the near-term and long-term effects that 
management’s actions and attitudes can have on productivity, morals and 
organizational culture. 

Plan education 
and career paths 
aligned to personal 
goals.  

Students take personal ownership of their own education and career goals, and they 
regularly act on a plan to attain these goals. They understand their own career 
interests, preferences, goals, and requirements. They have perspective regarding the 
pathways available to them and the time, effort, experience and other requirements to 
pursue each, including a path of entrepreneurship. They recognize the value of each 
step in the education and experiential process, and they recognize that nearly all career 
paths require ongoing education and experience. They seek counselors, mentors, and 
other experts to assist in the planning and execution of career and personal goals.  

Use technology to 
enhance 
productivity, 
increase 
collaboration and 
communicate 
effectively. 

Students find and maximize the productive value of existing and new technology to 
accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems. They are flexible and 
adaptive in acquiring new technology. They are proficient with ubiquitous technology 
applications. They understand the inherent risks-personal and organizational-of 
technology applications, and they take actions to prevent or mitigate these risks.  

Work productively 
in teams while 
using 
cultural/global 
competence. 

Students positively contribute to every team, whether formal or informal. They apply an 
awareness of cultural difference to avoid barriers to productive and positive interaction. 
They find ways to increase the engagement and contribution of all team members. 
They plan and facilitate effective team meetings. 

 

 

Evidence of Student Learning 

Formative Tasks: 

● Exit cards 

● Turn and Talk 

● Student/teacher conferences 

Benchmark Assessments: 

● Completed Lapbook 

● Wordle 

● Oral Presentation 
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● Google Classroom Response 

● Pre-assessment 

● Teacher Observation 

● Performance Assessments 

● Daily Classwork 

 

● Digital Story 

● KWL Charts 

● Open-ended question responses with 
drawings 

● Modified Tests/Quizzes/Classwork 

 

Summative Assessments: 

● Post-assessment 

● Group Projects 

● Written Assessment 

● Individual Project/Presentations 

● Problem-Based Learning Units 

 

Alternative Assessments: 

● Exit tickets 

● Anecdotal records 

● Student responses and participation 

● Social Studies Notebook Check with Scoring 
Rubric 

 

 

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 

● Learning about others’ cultures and ideas 
leads to understanding. 

● Different people can have different ideas. 

● People from all cultures have made 
valuable contributions to society.  

Essential Questions: 

● How do events of the past shape the 
future? 

● How do people form opinions?  

● Why are there many different accounts of 
the same event? 

● What Symbols Represent America and 
our values? 

 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 

● Studies Weekly Lessons 

○ Week 6-History 
○ Week 8 Timelines 
○ Week 18 Presidents and Patriots 
○ Week 19 American Monuments  
○ Week 20-Celebrate America 
○  

 

●  Create timelines of historic events 
showing how and why some groups of 

 

● The Feather-Bed Journey by Paula 
Kurzband Feder 

● Feathers and Fools Fox, Marvell 
Ginsburg 

● Always Remember Me: How One 
Family Survived World War II by 
Marisabina Russo 

● Hidden Child by Isaac Millman  
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people settled in certain countries, areas 
or towns and cities. Examples: The 
Pilgrims, African Americans, Native 
Americans 

● Arthur's Friends Imagine They are U.S. 
Presidents | PBS KIDS 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9Ntr
k169wY 

● Poster activity about African American 
contributions 
https://www.education.com/worksheet/arti
cle/a-z-african-american-visionaries/  

● https://www.teachinghistory.org/quick-
links-elementary  

● Researching Black Inventors 
https://www.education.com/lesson-
plan/researching-black-inventors/  

● https://www.fte.org/teachers/teacher-
resources/lesson-plans/efllessons/the-
magic-of-markets-trade-creates-wealth/ 

● US Symbols 
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citize
nship/ussymbols/ 

● Student will identify important American 
symbols and explain their meaning 
https://www.education.com/lesson-
plan/american-symbols/ 

● https://www.weareteachers.com/social-
studies-websites (lessons, virtual trips…) 

 

● Keeping the Promise: A Torah’sJourney 
by TamiLehman-Wilzig 

● Love Twelve Miles Long by Glenda 
Armand 

● Pink and Say Patricia  

● Juneteenth for Mazie, by Floyd Cooper 
● Sky Sash So Blue,  by Libby Hathorn  
● This Is the Rope :A Story From the Great 

Migration by Jacqueline Woodson 
● Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black 

History by Vashti Harrison  
● What Is the Declaration of 

Independence? By Michael C. Harris  
● Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution By 

Jean Fritz 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9Ntrk169wY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9Ntrk169wY
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/a-z-african-american-visionaries/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/a-z-african-american-visionaries/
https://www.teachinghistory.org/quick-links-elementary
https://www.teachinghistory.org/quick-links-elementary
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/researching-black-inventors/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/researching-black-inventors/
https://www.fte.org/teachers/teacher-resources/lesson-plans/efllessons/the-magic-of-markets-trade-creates-wealth/
https://www.fte.org/teachers/teacher-resources/lesson-plans/efllessons/the-magic-of-markets-trade-creates-wealth/
https://www.fte.org/teachers/teacher-resources/lesson-plans/efllessons/the-magic-of-markets-trade-creates-wealth/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citizenship/ussymbols/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citizenship/ussymbols/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/american-symbols/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/american-symbols/
https://www.weareteachers.com/social-studies-websites
https://www.weareteachers.com/social-studies-websites
https://seattle.bibliocommons.com/search?q=Armand%2C+Glenda&search_category=author&t=author
https://bookroo.com/books/juneteenth-for-mazie
https://bookroo.com/creatives/floyd-cooper
https://seattle.bibliocommons.com/search?q=Woodson%2C+Jacqueline&search_category=author&t=author
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Leaders-History-Vashti-Harrison/dp/0316475114/ref=zg_bs_2947_2?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=HY49FVJ6S7R5XC0NB32P
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Leaders-History-Vashti-Harrison/dp/0316475114/ref=zg_bs_2947_2?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=HY49FVJ6S7R5XC0NB32P
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Leaders-History-Vashti-Harrison/dp/0316475114/ref=zg_bs_2947_2?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=HY49FVJ6S7R5XC0NB32P
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Leaders-History-Vashti-Harrison/dp/0316475114/ref=zg_bs_2947_2?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=HY49FVJ6S7R5XC0NB32P
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Leaders-History-Vashti-Harrison/dp/0316475114/ref=zg_bs_2947_2?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=HY49FVJ6S7R5XC0NB32P

